
   
  

Basketball Australia Coach Development 
“Concepts in Screening” 

Hobart, Friday, March 8,2019 

 
Introduction –  

- Important to teach cutting before screening 
- Can you players execute – basket cut, back cut, curl cut 
- Effective screening is about the relationship between passer, screener and cutter 
- The three S’s of screening –  

• Sprint  

• Stop 

• Separate 
- The increased prevalence of switching makes screening a more multi-pronged attack 

– “slips, rips & twists” 
- Concept of “short route” screens – space above and below the point of the screen – 

Golden State Warriors 
- The importance of the 3-point in the modern game means coaches need to 

investigate and identify way to screen to create open looks 
- Importance of shot preparation – we are taking more 3’s than ever, are we spending 

an appropriate amount of time teaching, drilling and refining shot prep into the 3? 
- Increased prevalence of the flare screen – what is your foot pattern working the high 

flare? 
 
Screening angles –  

- Down screen – back to the ball 
- Flare screen – back to the corner 
- The screening angle is key to the next action – set up the slip, body positioning for 

the pop 
 
Drill One – 2 v 1 plus 1 short route screens 

- “Talk your task” – importance of communication 
- Wide seam to seam pass, sprint into a short route screen 
- Defence on the cutter 
- Offence read the defence – shot preparation 
- Unguarded passer take the ball to the best action – inside shoulder pass to the curl, 

lead pass to the slip, dribble swing to flare 
 
Drill Two – 2 v 2 plus 1 short route screens 

- As above, add defence on the screener 
- Defence vary coverages 
- Offence – read defence, emphasis on separation 
- Play off “load step” – one step, brace and explode into cutting action 
- Importance of constantly coaching the hands – you can’t get it off quick unless you 

can “catch it quick” 
 
 



   
  

Drill Three – 3 v 3 “slips & rips” drill 
- Ball-side seam and ball-side wing 
- Weak-side wide seam 
- Lateral pass at speed into short route screen 
- On the catch, can player rip and go 
- On the screen, can we create a slip 
- Focus on putting pressure on the rim through screening action 

 
Drill Four – 4 v 4 partners drill 

- 4 out alignment 
- Guard and wing on each side of split-line are “partners”, must stay on their side of 

the split-line 
- Constant screening to create curls or slips 
- Cut and replace action on guard to wing pass, dribble lift 
- Play to a score 

 
Summary –  

- Best perimeter players in the world are elite screeners – Curry maybe the best 
screening point guard ever 

- “Motion movement” in teaching screening and cutting valuable for young players 
- Teach the “relationship” of offensive basketball – passer, screener, cutter 

 
 
 
 


